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this the Crown Princess had hatched a scheme
with the boy's tutor that, after his confirmation at
the age of fifteen, he and his brother Henry should
spend three years at the grammar school at'Cassel,
where, far away from the pageantry of Berlin, they
would steep themselves in culture and scholarship.
No doubt the system of education devised by the
Prince Consort for the Prince of Wales, who was sent
to Oxford and Cambridge for three years, was in her
mind ; and this therefore was a proper training for
the heir to a throne. But it was a most unusual
course of education for Princes of the House of
Hohenzollern, there was much opposition in the
family, and William himself greatly disliked the idea
of having to compete with other boys on equal terms
and perhaps " come out lower on the list/5 But his
mother got her way and for these three years, till
William came officially of age on his eighteenth
birthday, he was a school-boy* The Queen had
intended to make him a Grand Commander of the
Bath on this occasion, but the Crown Princess
persuaded her to give him the Garter, which William
also thought more suitable. Then his military
education began, and for two years he was with his
regiment.

In 1878 the Crown Princess's eldest daughter,
Charlotte, was married to Prince Bernhard of Saxe-
Meiningen, heir to the Duchy. Her mother thought
she seemed very unconcerned at leaving her home,
but for her it was a bitter wrench to part with a
child whom she had brought with anguish into the
world, and now must resign to another. Then there